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AN INVITATION TO JOIN THE B&O RAILROAD HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The Baltimore and Ohio RailroaHiistorical Society

is an independent neprofit educational corporation.
The Society's purpose is to fosiaterest, research,
preservation, and the distribution of information
concerning the B&O. Its membership is spread
throughout the United States and numerous foreign
countries, and its scope includes all facets of the
B&O's history. Currently the Societyah over 1600
registered members.

Members regularly receive anety of publications
offering news, comments, technical information, and
in-depth coverage of the B&O and its related
companies. Since 1979, the Society has published a
guarterly magazineThe Sentingl dedicated to the
publication of articles and news items of historical
significance Other Society publications include
monographs, calendars, equipment rosters, and
reprints of original B&O source material. Their
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purpose is to make otherwisenobtainable data
available to thenembership at reasonable cost.
Membership in the Society is a vote of support and
makes all of the Society's work possible. It provides
those interested in the B&O with a legitimate,
respected voice in the railroad andsthrical
communities. By working together, B&O fans are
able to accomplish much more than by individual
efforts. No matter how diverse your interests or how
arcane your specialty, others share your fascination
with Americds most historic railroadWe invite your
participation. Several classes ahnual memberships
are available, Regular memberships are only $35.00.
If you would like to join, visit the website,
http://borhs.org/Membershiplembershightml to
fill out a membership applicatiorprint a copy and
mail it to:

B&ORRHS

ATTN : Membership

P.O. Box24225

Baltimore, MD 21227
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FROM THE EDITOR

Fun in Modeling

I hope you read this part of the issue before the rest,
but I know when | read a modeling magazine, the
first thing | do is look at the pictures and then read
the first article | know the least about. Fooshof us
that will mean looking at the article about theédN
hopper, as | am not sure if anyone is familiar with
this part of the wagotop development program. |
trustthe fact that yoare reading this article e
FIRST partof March/APRILissuegives you

additional insight ito the prototype history of this
article. sthata big enough hint@etting this article
published in April was a priority and helped motivate
me to undertake an ambitious schedule to get caught
up. | really appreciate all thHelks who stepped
forward to make it possible for us to get several
issues published quickly.

| hope you appreciate this article in the sense it was
meant. We model things the way we want to see them
and at times thatanrequireinventing prototypes that
did not exist. Thatos
hobby. Maybe someone had this thought back in the
3 0 6 s MwrAaum was inventing many new types
of railcar®
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The fact remains thagsues have been published very
lateover he past year and at timespiously That is
entirelymy fault. As | have whined about in the past,
I have been in graduate school for gaest five years,
while being a dd, husbancnd employee. | should
have waied a few years before startiibe B&O
Modeler, but | thought | cold do it all. | learned that

| could not and have to say a tremendous thanks to all
the folks who helped get each issue dine staff of
The B&O Modelehas changed over the years and |
oweevery author and every perswamendous
thanks for indulging m schedule and being willing

to work for each of you, the readers.

| am still looking for more articles and someone who
is willing to take over the Editor duties that involve
chasing down articles, hounding potential authors,
laying out the magazinandcoordinating the efforts
of editors who routinely contribute. | am willing to
work with anyone with basic word processing and

t h e editing skillsn@slowhastart ddigingsemetivries, h  a

rewriting) articles and working with authors to
produce well researched atéis. Again, thank you to
all who have contributed to making our modeling
magazine a valued resource for B&O modelers.
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UPDATES AND ERRATA

The Ross County Historical Society has a highly
detailed, historicallyaccurate, HO scale diorama
of the B&O / N&W rail yard in Chillicothe, Ohio
as it appeared in the late 192G=arly 1930s.

The exhibit is located itheRoss County
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2011 St. Louis Railroad Prototype Meet

The St. Louis RPM is back for 20! The meet will
be Friday, Aug 5th and Saturday, Aug 6th at the
Gateway Convention Center, One Gateway Drive,
Collinsville, IL 62234. Collinsville is 12 miles easf
metro St. Louis on-55/7Q Hours: 9:00 A.M. to
10:00 P.M both days. Admission: $20.B0day &
Saturday, $15.00 Saturday only. Kids under 13 free
with paid adult admissior€ontact John Golden at
Goldenl1014@yahoo.corB812) 9297181, Dan
Kohlberg atpaducah@mindspring.conor Lonnie
Bathurst at (217) 556314 for meet info. The
Gateway Center Website is
http://www.gatewaycenter.com/

The heart of this event is YOUR MODELS! Bring
your models, finished or inished, for display. All
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Heritage Center, 45 West Fifth Street,
Chillicothe, Ohio 45601. They are open
Tuesday though Saturday from-% p.m. For
more information, email:
info@rosscountyhistorical.org
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scales, gauges are welcome. Bring locomotives,
rolling stock, structures and any other models
pertaining to prototype railroading for presentation &
discussion.

In 2008, 250 attendees brought over 1100 models,
displayed on 50 flitables! There are no contests or
awards. Our purpose is to share information, present
your best modeling techniques, and meet your fellow
area modelers. In addition to model displays,
presentations by nationalhgcognized modelers and
historians are s@duled. Historical Societies and
select local and national vendors will also be in
attendance. A pr®PM social/operating session is
planned. An operating FreeMo layout will also be on
display.
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MODELING B & OsaCLASS N-O WAGON ToOPHOPPER

By: BoB CHAPMAN
PHOTOS BY AUTHOR SUNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED .
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in SeymourIN, many attendees were unaware that B&O owned such a car, and some even doubtéehite exis
Following is the story of the development of the Cla€s &hd its remarkable service life on the B&O.

Circle the Wagon Tops

In 193435 under the leadership of car department The wagon top design offered several advantages
general superintendent John J. Tatum, B&O over conventional boxcar design, including increased
constructed five experimeadtboxcars utilizing the interior volume, lightemweight, fewer seams to leak
r o ad o6 sdeweleped agd unigue wagtop rain, fewer parts, and lower cost.
carbody architecture. First out in July 1934 was Class
M-15ba boxcar #279000, rebuilt from a class b Buoyed by the success of the wagop architecture
wood-sheathed boxcar and featuring reefigtie on boxcars, B&O extended it to other car types,
doors. Nextin March 1935 came M5bb and M including the experimental Class3\l covered
15bc hoppebottom boxcars #279998 and #279999; hopper #630200 in 1935 and the experime@Gtaks
both featured roof hatches and were convertible to I-5a caboose #2501 in November 1935. Both
haul either bulk material or standard boxcar lading. prototypes were developed into significant B&O
classes.
Also in March 1935 came Class-49, new from the
ground up, and the prototype for the 3688mber The Class NO is Born
M-53 class. Following in the same month was the M Now on a roll, John Tatum
50, similar to the M49 but with corrugated side as an extension of the wagon top design. Hoppers
panels to save weight. represented nearly halfof B&0s f r ei ght <car

advantages were to be had from the wagon top
design, the payback would be substantial.
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